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To.Mis ATHERTON, 


Map am, 


BEG Leave to int#6duce the Sonny, [mall Trad, under” 

the San&ion of your Name, aming ſt the Sons and Daugh-- 

1h of your Tenants in the Pari/h of Leigh, awho are, at this. 

, ime » preparing themſelves for the Sacred Rite of Confirmation .. 

It was compoſed, a few Years ags, for the Uſe of the young 

- Peoplerf Aﬀley; and as it has been favoured with the Ap- 

probation of the Biſhrp of the Dinceſe, I preſume to hope that 
it awill be candidly received by the Pariſh at large. 


The Author of this little Book, from a Deſire of rendering 
it more uſeful, ſolicits in its Behalf, with fome Anxiety, the 
Protetion of Miſs ATHERTON, a Lady endowed with many 
amiable Dualities, and whoſe Anceſtors have been eminently. 
diſtinguiſhed for their ſleady Attachment to the civil and re- 
bigions Eftabliſhment of their Country, 

T1 amg 1 
MASan 4 
With great Reſped, 
Your obedient and mol bumble Servant, 
Katey, July 19, 


1794+ I ROBERT BARKER. 
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Some REMARKS, &c. 


My younc FrignDs, 


\ S you are now preparing yourſelves for the ſacred 
F Rite of Confirmation, permit me to acquaint you 


, in as plain a Manner as I can, with the great Value and 


Importance of the Church Catechiſm; convinced of 
which, you will all of you, I am perſuaded, apply your- 
ſelves with great Chearfulneſs and Diligence to learn and 
underſtand it. | | 


If you Took at the beginning of the Catechiſm in the 
Common Prayer Book, you will there find this Definition, 
that is, this Account of it—that it is ** an Inſtrution to 
be learned of every Perſon before he be brought to be 
confirmed by the Biſhop.” And here I muſt obferve to you, 


* that this Catechiſm was not compoſed only for this Pur- 


poſe, that it might qualify and prepare you for Confir- 
mation ; but what is there meant 1s this, that you arenot 
alified to be confirmed by the Biſhop, until you can ſay 


the Catechiſm : Fhe Biſhop will not lay his Hands upon 


you, and confirm you, until he is informed by your Mi- - 
niſter, that you can repeat the Catechiſm, it not more. 


| You are concerned therefore to learn it upon this Ac- 


count; that you may not loſe the Advantage of this Or- 
dinance ; that you may not deprive yourſelves of the Be- 
nefit of being ſettled and confirmed in the Faith, of the 
Biſhop's Blefſing upon you, and his and the Congrega- 
tion's Prayers for you. REI, 


But further, the Catechiſm is, ** a general Inſtruction 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion.” Now the 
Chriſtian Religion, or Faith in Chrift, and Obedience to. 
him, are the Means of your Salvation; unleſs you believe 

in 
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expz& te be ſaved. It is neceffary that all, that are bap- 


'you to call himſelf, and not to know at the ſame "Time, 


undertake a Buſineſs that he is not acquainted with, and 
to profefs he Knows not what, 


"5 We 


in Chriſt and obey him, you cannot be ſaved : And does 
not this one Conſideration ſhew you, that it concerneth 
you above all other Things, to know how to believe in, 
and how to obey God and Chriſt; the Knowledge of both 
which the Catechiſm helpeth you to, and was made for 
your Inſtrution in theſe Things ; you will therefore con- 
clude ir 1s very neceffary for you to learn it ; for you are 
here inſtructed in that Religion, by which alone you muſt 


tized, to make their Baptiſm effe&tual to them, ſhould 
make Profeſſion of Faith in Chriftt. But Baptiſm will not «+ 
ſave you alone; it puts you in a ſtate of Salvation, in a 
way of being faved ; but there are Conditions to be per- 
formed by you, ſuch as Faith and Obedience, and thoſe 
Conditions you muſt now with all Diligence apply your- 
felves to get a right Knowledge of it. | 


The Chriſtian Religion is ſet forth to ſave your Souls 
from Hell, and to bring them to Heaven and everlaſting 
Happineſs; but then it 1s by your living according to the, # 
Rules of the Chriſtian Religion, which you are in this - 
Catechiſm, in a very briet, but full manner, made to 
underſtand. Unleſs you live as Chriſtians, your proteſting 
yourſelves Chriſtians will rather condemn than profit you ; 
and how ſhall you live as Chriſtians, unleſs you are 


taught and inſtructed ſo to do. 


You take upon you to call yourſelves Chriſtians ; but 
conſider how vain and abſurd a thing it is for aoy one of 


what it is to be a Chriſtian; to. be baptized into a Reli- 
gion, and not to know what that Religion is; to [tile 
himſelf a Diſciple of Chriſt, and not to underſtand his 
Precepts and DoGtrines; in ſhort, to take upon him a_ 
Naize, that he does not underſtand the meaning of; to 


It 


(1 


It is not only your Intereſt to be Chriſtians indeed, 
and to know how to be ſuch ; but you have likewiſe 
very ſolemnly engaged yourſelves to this Proteflion, and. 
| therefore jt concerns you fo take Care to underſtand 
what it is. You have vowed and promiſed (for what 
was done by your Sureties for you, 1s as binding to you, 
as if you had done it yourſelyes with your own Mouths) 
I fay, /you have vowed and promiſed to renounce the 
Devil and all Sin; to believe the Articles of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, and to keep God's Commandments; and 
how will you anſwer this Vow and make good this Pro- 
"Miſe, if you do not underſtand what theſe "I'hings are ? 


\ What the Devil, and what Sin is? What the Articles 


of the Chriſtian Faith, and what the Commandments 
_ are? If you do not underſtand*+ theſe Things, how will 
it be poſſible, but that you prove falſe to your Word, 
and to the moſt folemn Engagement you can make? 
And as the Catechiſm gives you the Knowledge of theſe 
Things, and helps you to make good your Vow, Pro- 
miſe, and Engagement'fſo very tolemnly made, you ought 
to value it, take delight in learning it and labour earnettly 
to underſtand it. | | 


And here let me entreat you, my young Friends and 
Neighbours, to conſider what a Blefling it is to you that 
Chriſt Jeſus hath brought Life and Immortality to Light 

to you, through his Goſpel; think what a ſad Thing 
It had been to you to have been left in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death, and do not deſpiſe the Light that is 
offered you. You have the Catechiſm to ſhew you what | 
you muſt do to be ſaved, to point out to you your Way 


to everlaſting Happineſs; and think yourſelves, how _ 


much you will condemn yourſelyes one Day, if you neg- 
Jet it ;—this Catechiſm inſtructs you how to profit by 
God's Ordinances, and to uſe aright the Means of ob- 
taining his Grace, whereby you may quench all the fiery - 
Darts of the. Wicked. 5 | | 


I hope : 
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I hope you will all keep true to the Communion of 
Chriſt's Church, and to this Branch of it, the Church 
of England, into which you were received and entered 
at your Baptiſm ; but then you cannot but apprehend, 
that it 1s neceſſary, you ſhould know what this Commu- 
nion 1s. ; 


I hope, as you grow up, you will continue conſtantly 
to join in the public Worſhip of God ; but then do not 
you ſee, how neceſſary it is, you ſhould know what 
God iz, and what Worſhip you are to pay to him ? 


I hope you will be diligent in hearing the Word of 
God and attending to the Sermon ; but then it is fit you 
ſhould know what the Word of God is, and what. are 
the Foundations and Principles of our Sermons and 
DYcourſes. 


You will ftand continually in need of God's Help, 
and through your own Want and Neceflities be inclined 
to pray to him: And how will you pray to him of whom 
you are ignorant? And what Encouragement will you 

| have to pray to him, when you know not how to direct 
your Prayers to him ? ; 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as plain and 
powerful a Means as it is, to convey Grace to your Souls, 
and to ſtrengthen and refreſh them in Chrift Jeſus, will 
| be no Means of Grace to you, nor afford any Strength 

. or Comfort to your Souls, unleſs you have firſt learned 
to know Chriſt, and him crucified. All or moſt of 
thoſe "Things the Catechiſm doth fully inſtru you in, 
and they are the Means of obtaining the Grace of God 
to enable you to diſcharge your Duty in all the Branches 
of it, | 


. And here I would have you remember, that although 
you do know and underſtand your Duty, it will yet 


be impoſſible for you to praQtife 1t, without the ne 
| wag 


A 
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o7 Godyzi, And that therefore it concerns you' moſt 


highly to be inftruſted in the Means of obtaining the 
Grace of God,. _ ; 


As you grow up, you will meet with many Tempta- 
tions to draw you from your Duty; and theſe 'Temptz= 
peu the more poweriul, as ſtriking in with the Propen- | 
_e and Inclinattons, the Deſires and Appetites of your 

c@tupt Nature. Evil 'Thoughts and evil Defires will 
fieal into your Hearts." _ You will meet with Cares and 
Troubles to diſturb your Minds, and to try your Truſt in 
God,—and with bad People, who will endeavour to cor- 
rupt you, and to make you as wicked asthemſelves: and 
how will you be able to ſtand againſt thafe, unleſs you 
arm and fortiſy yourſelves againſt them by the Principles 
of Four Religion and your Duty. 'The Catechiſm in- 
forms you what God hath required of you in Oppoſition 
to theſe Enemies of your Salvation : 4It acquaints you 
with rhe dangerous Nature of Szng or”Diſobedience to 
God, and how to obtain his Grace to enable you to keep 
yourſelves harmlefs and blamelefs. | 


And Jet me entreat you, my youny Friends, not to put 
off your InftruQtion, in Ropes of learning your Duty 
more readily and eaſily, when you grow up. You are now 
capable of gloritying God, or of oending him, by your . 
Behaviour—You are now able to ſpeak forth the Praiſes 
of God, and to do Things well-pleafing in his Sight; 
and, on the other Hand, to diſhonour him with your 
Torgues, and to-do Things diſpleaſing & offenſive to him. 


How many have owed their Ruin to the Want of an 
eily Knowledge and Inſtruction ? How many have, fcr 
the Want of Petit Education and timely Admonition, 
been enticed to do Evil, as foon as they were capable. 
ot doing any 'Thing—become looſe aad diforder'y, and 
run into all the Vices and Follics of the Age—conſamed 
and waſted their Eſtates—deltroyed their Health and 
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brought” themſelves to Beggary and Miſery ? Alt early 
inſtru&tion in the Paths of your Duty will enable you to 
behave yourſelves creditably and handſomely, to your 
Honour and Reputation ; whilſt Ignorance will betray 
you to ſuch Extravagancies, Indecencies, and Enormities,. 
as will render your Names infamous and deſpicable. _ 
To know your Duty betimes will help you to preielie 
the Peace of your Minds, as you grow up; to live agree- 

ably to your own ſerious 'Thoughts; to keep down your: 


Paſſions, and make you quiet in Fourſclves, and uſeful to 
others, | 


Ever fince,,the Tranſgreflion our firſt Parents were 
guilty of in eating the forbidden Fruit, mankind has 
been all along more prone to Evil than Good ; And 
this Proneneſs to Evil you may by God's Grace, and 


mult overcome by an early Inſtruction. 


Above all, I muſt defire you to conſider that you are 
now old enough to know what is Evil ; and that if you 
neglect to enquire. what Evil and Sin 1s, and therefore 
do commit it, this will not excuſe you in the Sight of 
God, but you ſhall be called to an Account for the Evil 
you have done ? You are old enough to underſtand what 
God commandeth and what he forbiddeth, and conſe- 
quently to receive Rewards and Puniſhments from him— 
to beſpeak his temporal and eternal Bleflings or Curſes— _ 
to recommend yourſelves to his Favour, or to provoke 
his Anger, a ward mores Jug 


Think ſeriouſly upon it. The Favour of God 1s 
your onl» Support in this Life: All you have and en- 
Joy in this preſent World, and your Sentence. to Happl- 
neſs and Miſery in the World to come, you muſt receive 
from God : And therefore you ſee that it concerns you 
to get betimes into his Love and Favour, that it may 
go well with you both now and for ever Now in the 


Beginning and Morning of your Pays, to pleaſe and 


gloity 


( 11 Ja. 


" glerify God, that he may be gracious and favourable to 
you through the whole Courſe of them. _ 


This is the Time to lay in a Stock of Knowledge fo” 
'the Uſe of all the other Seaſons of your Lives. It will 
not be long before moſt off you, probably, will be put to 
Trafles, or to ſome Bufineſs or other ; and you will then 
be epgaged with the Aﬀairs of the World, and not have 


the Leiſure you now have to learn or ſtudy any Thing 
elſe. _—_ 

[/' When you come to be Men and Women, what Ac- 
count will you give to any one that ſhall aſk you a Rea- 
ſon of your Faith, if you have-not learned it- before ? 
And how will you pretend to Faith and Religion, when 
you arefignorant of it? Unleſs you now learn the Prin- 


pw of your Religion and Duty, you hardly will ever 
learn tem 5 moſt certainly ; never fo well and eaſily, 


Some of you may live to have Families ; and what 


Religion will you plant in them, when you do. not un 
deritand 1t yourſelyes? 


Strive then to underſtand the Religion you profeſs, 
and the Duties you are to perform.; and, believe me, you 


will beſt proyide both for your temporal and eternal 
 Veltare. Y 


3, 
From what I have offered to your - GkGderation, you 
will, I perſuade myſelf, my young Friends and Brethren, 
eaſily perceive of what great Importance it is to you to 
learn and underſtand the Church Catechiſm ; and be af. 
Tured that I have no other End in View but your own 


Happineſs, in giving you my Advice in fo carneſt a 
Manger, 


| I am, RES 
Your fincere and affeRionate Friend, 
ROBERT BARKER, 


